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The television pictures of his burial last June made as little sense to many 
Western observers as the pictures that brought the Ayatollah Khomeini to 
worldwide attention ten years prior. 

According to Robin Wright, former Los Angeles Times correspondent, it is 
this inability to appreciate or understand the Iranian mind set that has 
contributed to the numerous failures of United States foreign policy with 
Iran and the complex political turmoil of the Middle East. 

In her book “In the Name of God: The Khomeini Decade” Wright attempted to 
remedy this deficiency. 

Having first visited the Iranian capital of Tehran in 1973 when the city was 
the center of international trade and politics, Wright wanted to reconcile 
those memories with the images that came out of fhe country following the 
Islamic revolution of 1979. 

InC 7/973, jumbo jets were landing daily in Tehran from New York and Paris, 
Tokyo and Beijing. Westerners could stay at a Hilton or an Intercontinental, 
éat the finest French cuisine or Kentucky Fried Chicken, and play the night 
away at assorted nightclubs and casinos... All that changed in 1979. Over 
the next decade, a new set of images, strong and persistent, became a 
synonymous with Iran: Hostage seizures. Suicide bombings. Teenagers 
serving as human minesweepers on the battlefront. Women hidden behind 
black chadors. Mullahs toting rifles and leading mobs in chants of “Death to 
America... 1] wanted an explanation of what had happened to Iran's long and 
proud traditions to explain this nightmare,” she wrote in the prologue. 
Rather than a sterile political assessment of the events that led up to and 
followed the revolution, Wright sought to get under the skin of the common 
Iranian and not just the political leaders. As such she interviewed Iranians 
of all walks of life. This attention to detail added a great deal of depth to her 
writing even though the events that she was chronicling involved the broad 
strokes of a revolution that continues to have political, religious and social 
implications. 

Wright added, “Determining how Iranians really felt about their 
revolution was tiot easy. An Asian diplomat offered me some advice: “Dont 
make the mistake of thinking that the longer you've been here, the more you 
understand Iran. Most of our intelligence reporting has been wrong all along 
afid not just since the revolution. Yours will be too. None of us understands 
the Iranians.” 


os — | ae —- —_ > ah — > a .. — 


sf - 


wrign@uapeuy covers the cultural ramifications that led te the shah's 
downfall and the United States’ continued tangled relations with Iran. 
Wright's narrative shows that the accident of history is as much a force to 
contend with as the determination of Khomeini’s will. When matched with 
the mistaken impressions of the United States and the intrigue of the other 
Middie Eastern countries one can understand how Iran continued to catch 
the world off-guard during the decade of the Eighties, the Khomeini decade. 
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Book reviews Robin Wright’ “In the Name of Gods The Khomeini . Decade." 


(Simon and Schuster) 258 pages. 


Prologue: 


“By 1973, jumbo jetswere landing daily in Tehran from New York and 
Paris, Tokyo and Beijing. Westerners could stay at a Hilton or an 
Intercontinental, eat the ¢inest French cuisine or Kentucky Fried Chicken, and 


flay the night away at assorted nightclubs and casinos. As East and West ‘ = 
vied for stronger political and economic ties with this Middle East oil power, 


Tehran became an enticing center of international trade and politics. ‘All the 


themes of those spy novels set in Istanbul were . actually taking place in 


Tehran,’ anoted Iranian commentator once joked. The capital was the 
symbol of Iran’s entry inte the twentieth century. | 33 
"All that changed in 1979, when arevolution ted by A 


Iran of itsvibrant reputation. Overnight, the newly austere 


ebecame off-limits, and the changes began. Ove the next new * set : 


seizures. Suicide bombings. Teenagers serving as human mi sweepers oe 
the battlefront. Women ‘hidden behind black chadors. Mullah “toting rif es 
and leading. mobs in chants of "Death to America, ..I wanted © an explanation 
of what had happened to Iran’s Jong and proud traditions to explain this 
nightmare." (p. 20> 

"Determining how Iranians really felt about their revolution was not” 
easy, An Asian diplomat offered me some advice which he, im turn, had 
been given shortly after his posting to Tehran by another envoy: "Don’t make 
the mistake of thinking that the longer you’ve been here, the more. you 
understand Iran, Most of our intelligence reporting has been wrong ail along 
and not just since the revolution. | Yours will be toc. None of us understands 
the Iranians.” (p. 21) 

"Understanding Ipan, either as a revolution or as a monarchy, has ngt 
been easy for the West. We thought that we understood itonce, but wer 
were chastened and then humiliated. “You thought you understood Iran 
becasue the shah spoke English and because his cabinet had read 
Shadespeare,’ an Iranian Journalist told me in 1988. “You tho gh 
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ie The Khomein Revolution 

"A Washingtan Post corespondent was sufficiently moved to write, 

“Nat since Lenin was sent. across Germany ina sealea train in ifl? to 
pirograd’s Finland Station ta lead the Bolsheviks against the czar has a 
revolutionary leacer’s return to his homeland seemed $0 full of portent as 

Khemeini?s arrival in Tpan.’ . 

"A decade later those words seemed uncannily arescie Only once 
before in this century had arevelution, the Russian upheaval, so stunned 
and frightened the cutside world. None ct the more than twenty revolutions 
in the Third Woria since Wortd War I], including those in Cuba, Vietnam anc 
Nicaragua, had revercerated with such energy or innqvative potential. And 
onty twice in modern history had politica! conventions been so shaken by a 
new ideology. In rejecting the Bourbons oct France, the Jacobins of the 
eighteenth century intraquced equality and civil liberty as the basis of 
modern democracy, vhe Bolsheviks of the early twentieth century overthrew 
the Russian Remanove in favor of classless egalitarianism." <p. 38) 

"On New Year’s Eve 1977, six weeks after the memorial seryices far 
Mustava  Khomein’, President Jimmy Carter visited Tehran and toastec the 
snah tor creating “an island of stabitity in one of the morea  troubledx areas 
af the world. This isa great tritute to you, Your Majesty, and to your 

: leaders ee and io the respect, admiration. and love which -your people give . 
antes eee TE FG Spe Sree . oe pear een 
2. Hostages anc Purges 

"Golonel Leland Holland, the stocky, muscular army attache at the 
American ambassy in Tehran, recalled being uneasy in the first cays oF 
February i9?S following Khomeini’ return. “Armed bands of Komitehs and 
Revolutionary Guards were roaming the streets. There was no law, no order, 
and ac respect for authority. It just Kept cetting rougher and rougher. I was 
shot at near the embessy gate. Every cay itwas getting more and more like 
Vietnam. ’"  (p, 40) 

February i4, i979, 10:30 A.M, - first embassy occupation  <Cabortives 

November 6, 97%, 10:00 A.M. - sit-in, "The most striking aspect of 
Giscourse on that first day .,.was the enormous gap between the lranians 
and the American after more than three decades of close relations between 
their covernments. ip, 78) 

3. Goo Agezinst? the Infidels 


"Victory igsnet achieved by swords; itcan be achieved only by bload, 
Victory isnot achieved by large populations; itisachieved by strength cf 
faith,” Ayatollah khomeinl Cp. 82) 

seot, “80 - versus Iraq ... miss-jucge: "A CIA estimate predicted that 


Iran would last oniy three weeks aqainst the Iraqi assault. Captains of a fleet 


af ol] supertankers seemed ta agree; they decidec to drop anchor and wait 
until the war endec.* {p. 833 

second batile in late November - Fath to Jerusalem: "What made this 
small offensive sc important ...was the strategy used--~almost by accident. 
Basij volunteers and Revolutionary Guards ignored the battle plan that called 
for a heavy oaptiilery barrrage followed by 2 land assault. In their 
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enthusiasm, whe Basi; and Pasdaran charged ahead witheut the advantage of 


“sottening’ the enemy first, It marked the first human-wave assault, and it 
worked if qvenwnelming the better-trained and well-armed Ipagis. The 


Iranian strategy was almost primitive, but itwas so effective that it changed 
the mature of the warfare for the next seven years, 

"The ew tactic was simple: Leading the attack were thousands of 
Basij, or “the mobilized,’ the poorly trained troops wha ranged in age from 
their young teers {to their mid-fifties. The teenage anc geriatric warriors 
volunteered for temporary duty in-between school terms or te pick up extra 
pay at a time of serious economic shortfalls. Most came from the rural areas 
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or from the most devout Shivite families. They were Jlittlemore than cannon 
ra 


forces ta clear the fields, desert scrublands and marshes. Their best weapons 


were oftien those they managed to pick up from among Iraqi casualties. The 
Basis were distinguishable from the regular forces by their tacky, leftover 

uniforms, mismatched boots, and the colorful red or yelicw headbanas that 
Geclarecd God’s op Khomeini’s greatness. Many also wore Veys around their 
necks, « symbol ay their automatic entry into heaven upon martyrdom, At 
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the tattle for Bastan, a hundred young ascii walked across a minefield tc 
Ee 
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» ine isiamic Crusadca 
“se Shall export our revelution te the whole world. Until the ery, 
“There jisno Goo but God’ rescunds ouer the whole world, there will be 


vune 12, (732, Revolutionary Guarcs - Tehran io Damascus fi) Syrian 
‘boarder otwon oof gebcani (Noah’s Art/Adam’s tomb/ycuth camp) (2) eastern 


Lebanan’s Bekaa Valiey, Saafbeck (ald Lebanese apmy barracks) Pay 
hostaces, attack on Marine barracks 
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The world <> determined on the ciplomatic scene, If we are not 


n 
present, ftwill be determined without us.’ Tpanian Fore Minstier Ali 
Akbar Ustayat: 
"Td ismel gasy <a sleep next tc an elephant that vou have wounded,* 
tc Sliver North, ‘<p. 120) 

June 14, i982, TWA Flight 847 -3 days, 8,300-mile acyssey between 
Beirut and Algiers, Robert Dean Stetham, Amer. Navy diver Killed. 3% 
American hostages, £1] Salvador 4 Amer. Killed Cimcluding 4 marines), Air 
India bomb North Atiantic 329 Killed; Frankfurt airport bombing 3 Killed 42 
injured; five bemcs Nepal ? Kilted 240 wounded ..."The United States 
needec, urgent! 
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event another prolonged mass-hostage episode, and 
reagan had ica te seen to be responding ta this sourge.” ‘p. 131) 


é. The Final Offensive 


ve have enough enemies in the world. It is,frankly, net fait to ignore 
those enemies and te ¢#ight among ourselves," Parliamentary Speaker 


Tpan-gate: Jan 28, 1987, bible sent toa Rafsanjani: "And the scripture, 


forseeing that Ged would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel 
beforehand bas) ay saying, “All nations shall be blessed in you.’ 
Galatians 3:6, Ronal Regan, October 3, i986" McPariane’s forged Irish 


passoart fSegn Gevlir3 


ehran Radia: “The lofty spirit of the leader of the 
Muslims and the leader of the noble ones, His Eminence Iman Khomeini, has 
reached the highest status, and a heart replete with love of Ged and his true 
people, wha have endured numerous harcehips, has stoppead beating" (Cp. 
204? 
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